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Harpe r's Falls Trail, Clare , NY

Distance : 1.3 m ile s     Difficulty: Easy     Dogs Allow e d : Ye s

Description:

Directions:

This is an e asy tw o m ile  round  trip to an im pre ssive  60 foot w ate rfall on the  North Branch of the  Grasse  
Rive r.  S tarting from  the  trailhe ad  off Donne rville  Road  (som e tim e s spe lle d  Dow ne rville ), the  trail he ad s 
d ow nhill through a m ixe d  d e cid uous and  he m lock  fore st, crossing tw o brid ge s be fore  a short uphill, and  
the n a final d e sce nt to the  falls.  Be ave r and  porcupine  activity is e vid e nt ad jace nt to the  trail.  A love ly 
d e signate d  cam psite  is locate d  ne xt to the  falls, pe rfe ct for a quick  ove rnight back pack ing trip.  The  uppe r 
falls is a se rie s of sm all cascad e s, w hich channe l into a narrow  chute  for the  final d rop.  Old  stone  w alls 
ne xt to the  w ate rfall are  re m nants of an old  m ill once  locate d  at this site .
For a longe r hik e , the  trail continue s along the  rive r, le aving the  Ad irond ack  Park  bound ary and  e nte ring 
the  Donne rville  S tate  Fore st. Many trails spur from  the  rive r trail, and  the  are a is be com ing a popular 
m ountain bik e  d e stination.  For a m ap of the  m ountain bik e  trails, se e :
http://w w w .slm ba.ne t/2011/05/d onne rville -trail-m ap.htm l

The re  are  se ve ral w ays to ge t to the  Harpe r’s Falls, but the  one  d e scribe d  he re  is the  shorte st hik e  and  
m ost acce ssible  .  To re ach Donne rville  Road  from  the  south: inte rse ction of County Rd  27 and  Toole y 
Pond  Rd  in De grasse , he ad  north for 6.8 m ile s, the n turn le ft on the  Donne rville  Rd .  Continue  0.6m i until 
you se e  a sm all park ing are a w ith a ye llow  gate  on the  le ft.  
To re ach Donne rville  Road  from  the  north:  From  the  inte rse ction of County Road s 27 and  24, continue  
south on CR 27 for 3 m ile s, the n turn right onto Donne rville  Rd .  Continue  0.6m i until you se e  a sm all 
park ing are a w ith a ye llow  gate  on the  le ft.  NOTE:  Donne rville  Rd  is se asonal, so you m ust sk i or 
snow shoe  0.6m i to the  trailhe ad  from  CR 27 in w inte r.  
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